CHAPTER I
BRITISH MILITARY HISTORY
THE military history of this country may be divided into two
parts, the campaigns fought by British troops in Europe, India
or America against the armies of Continental powers, and the
small wars within the British Empire which have recurred at
given intervals since that empire was first won. Of necessity
such a narrative as this must deal mainly with the former of
these two categories of operations, the latter being but briefly
touched on.
With regard to those wars in which the British army has been
matched against civilised and regularly organised foes it may be
pointed out that on no occasion has it appeared in the field
except as part, and seldom the principal part, of an allied force.
Marlborough's command comprised Dutchmen, Austrians,
Germans and Danes, besides his own countrymen. Germans,
Spaniards and Portuguese served in the Peninsula under
Wellington, In the Crimea our former hereditary foes, the
French, and also the Italians, fought beside us against the
Russians, who again, in the Great War, allied themselves with
their enemies of sixty years ago against this country's age-long
friend Germany. We shall do well before embarking on the
story of these Continental campaigns of ours to remember that
such glory as may accrue from them is not solely our own, but
must be shared in greater or less degree with practically every
nation in Europe.
It may also be pointed out for the better understanding of
the narrative that these campaigns were none of them waged
solely, or even mainly, by the regular standing army of Great
Britain. Our settled military policy throughout our history has
invariably been to reduce our establishments well below any
reasonable margin of safety in time of peace, and then on the
outbreak of war, as a kind of forlorn hope, to send overseas the
tiny striking force available* By this means we have gained
time for the hasty raising and training of the raw recruits,
inspired by the imminence and urgency of the crisis to come
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